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Working Holiday Visas Australia 

Looking at 417 and 462 working holiday visas, which peaked at 141,000 as at 
December 31, 2019 and bottomed at 19,324 2 years later – we had 131,300 
working holiday visas in Australia as at 31 July 2023. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Visas and Australian workforce 

 

Australia’s unemployment rate was just 3.7% in July 2023 even with the post-COVID 
influx of both the temporary visa holder workforce and a healthy permanent 
migration program 

 

 

 

 

https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/what-we-do/migration-program-planning-levels
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/what-we-do/migration-program-planning-levels


 

 

Student Visas 

Student visas have recovered from a low of 315,949 as at December 31 2021, 
to 654,870 as at July 31, 2023 easily exceeding the pre-COVID peak of 633,816 
as at September 30 2019. 

In summary, the trend in Students returning is solid, but not as dramatic a 
recovery as Working Holiday Makers. We also doubt that Australia will regain 
the pre-COVID level student numbers for many years: 

 


